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Abstract 

 

The Temple of Augustus and Roma (recently dated by Altay Coşkun to ca 14 CE) in Ankara has 

traditionally been treated as an emblem of empire par excellence: the cult served the first Roman 

emperor and his family, while the text of the Res Gestae Divi Augusti (‘accomplishments of the 

divine Augustus’) on its walls was sent from the center (Rome) to the periphery (the provinces), 

impressing on provincial inhabitants the overwhelming might and wealth of the Roman emperor. 

What happens, however, when we question this one-way, center-periphery model of agency? In 

this talk, I take a postcolonial reading of the Temple of Augustus, returning agency to the 

Galatian (Celtic) elites who were likely responsible for the construction of the temple and the 

decision to display the Res Gestae at Ankara. Building on the research of Christina Kokkinia, 

Karl Strobel, and others through a close consideration of the architectural tradition of inscribed 

temples in Hellenistic and Roman Anatolia, I investigate what the monumentum ancyranum tells 

us, not about the Rome of Augustus, but about early Roman Galatia. 
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