
Cappadocia as
Archaeological
Laboratory: 

09.03.2026
17.30
H-232

09.03.2026
17.30
H-232

Rock-Cut Practices and Rural
Landscapes 

Dr Anaïs
Lamesa

University of Edinburgh



Cappadocia as Archaeological Laboratory: Rock-cut Practices and Rural 

Landscapes 

 

Abstract:  

This lecture presents Cappadocia as a long-term archaeological laboratory for investigating how 

social practices, technical knowledge, and environmental conditions have shaped rock-cut 

landscapes from the Hellenistic to the Ottoman periods (3rd century BCE–15th century CE). 

Rather than treating carved monuments primarily as artistic or iconographic objects, the study 

approaches rock-cut architecture as a historical source in its own right, drawing on building 

archaeology, landscape archaeology, and the archaeology of techniques. 

 

Through methods such as traceology, 3D micro-modelling, GIS-based stratigraphic recording, 

and relational databases, the research reconstructs carving processes, workshop organisation, and 

phases of intervention. Variations in tools, gestures, and execution illuminate labour 

organisation, knowledge transmission, and changing systems of patronage. 

 

Rock-cut structures are also analysed as material records of long-term rural life. Their repeated 

adaptation – tombs converted into churches, churches into agricultural spaces, and earlier 

monuments reworked in Islamic contexts – reveals ongoing processes of reuse and 

reinterpretation. 

 

By integrating technical and spatial analysis, the study traces how carving practices shaped 

settlement patterns and territorial organisation. Cappadocia thus emerges as a dynamic landscape 

where craft, environment, and cultural identity interacted over more than a millennium. 
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