Reading Kadyanda: Epigraphic Interpretation in Dialogue with Archaeology

Abstract: This lecture examines the ancient city of Kadyanda by placing epigraphic
evidence in direct conversation with archaeological and topographical analysis. Recent
fieldwork has combined careful study of inscriptions with LIDAR-based mapping and GIS
to refine our understanding of the city’s public spaces, civic buildings, and spatial
organisation. Rather than treating inscriptions as detached texts, the project considers
where they were set up, how they were seen, and what they communicated within the built
environment. Honorific, dedicatory, and administrative inscriptions provide crucial clues
for identifying civic offices, cultic spaces, and the functions of architectural complexes,
while the digital survey clarifies how these spaces were connected across the urban
landscape.
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