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The intense use of  scienti f ic  dat ing over the last  three decades makes
i t  poss ible for  the f irs t  t ime reasonably to connect  the topographical ly
diverse parts  of  the Hitt i te  capita l  Ḫattuša.  Not only was the decis ion
to found a ci ty at  this  s i te  based on pre-Hitt i te  parameters ,  but at  the
same t ime,  i t  a l so becomes c lear  that  the sett lement i s  one of  the very
few in Anatol ia  which were continuously used from the end of  the
third mil lennium BC through the second mil lennium unti l  the
beginning of  the Iron Age.  Furthermore,  the accumulat ion of
radiocarbon dates  in individual ,  archaeological ly intensively s tudied
areas  of  the s i te  makes i t  now poss ible to understand the development
as  a  dynamic and f luent process .  Based on the results  out l ined here,
permanent moves back and forth of  the sett led areas  within a
geographical ly def ined space can be reconstructed.  The Hitt i te  ci ty of
Ḫattuša was a lways a  construction s i te .  Next to densely bui l t-up
distr icts  there exis ted at  a l l  t imes large expanses  of  ei ther ruins of
bui ldings or of  open spaces ,  which could have been used as  pasture or
arable land.  The sett lement ʾ s  map,  regular ly reproduced as  i t s  overal l
plan,  thus represents  a  s tatus  reconstructed or ideal i sed by modern
research.  Most  probably the sett lement was at  no t ime occupied to this
extent and accordingly never looked l ike this  in i t s  his tory.
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