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Abstract

While the concepts of "frontier" and "connectivity" have each been
important in archaeology and anthropology, they are rarely studied
together. This is probably because these terms seem to refer to different
types of spaces: frontiers are usually identified with the edges or borders of
ancient societies, whereas aspects relevant to connectivity, such as routes
and exchange networks, are often studied in relation to core institutions.
Focusing on the southern Anatolian Plateau during the first millennium
BCE, 1 will show that connectivity and frontier interactions are strongly
intertwined. Through the combined analysis of historical records on the
local political geography, ceramic frameworks, monumentality and GIS
data on route networks I will argue that strong connectivity can actually be
crucial to create frontier zones. Additionally, the frontier can sometimes
overlap with a political center, where leaders draw on the diverse cultural
influences characteristic of border zones to legitimize their power.
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